Complications in laparoscopic renal surgery. Five year experience.
Retroperitoneal laparoscopic surgery has been applied in many centers as the first therapeutic option in an ever increasing number of cases. We analyze the complications seen in our 5 years of experience in laparoscopic renal surgery. We retrospectively analyze intraoperative and postoperative complications that occurred in the laparoscopic renal procedures carried out between June 2004 and November 2009. We also study several demographic factors that may play a role in the cause of the complications. A total of 404 laparoscopic procedures that meet these characteristics were performed with a total of 98 medical and surgical complications (24.2%). Death rate was 0.6, conversion to open surgery occurred in 8 patients (1.9%) and postoperative surgical revision was required on 4 patients (0.99%). The most common intraoperative complication was bleeding (6.4%) and the most common postoperative complication was deterioration of renal function (6.4%). Nephroureterectomy was the procedure with the highest complication rate. Analysis of the complications of a surgical technique is fundamental and a consensus on the definition of such complications must be reached in order for the study to be as complete and critical as possible.